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Few days ago, on my return from a 
journey into the North, I was honor'd 

with your Obſervations. I gave them a cur- 
ſory peruſal the ſame evening, and in ſo do- 
ing, found myſelf very particularly pointed 
at: I retired to reſt, however, fully deter- 


mined to treat them with that ſilent con- 


tempt which I then thought their juſt due. 

Looking at them again in the morning, I 
viewed them iu another light, v/z. as evidently 
and maliciouſly deſigned to hurt me in m 

ublic character as a Repreſentative of this 


; highly-reſpected County, and to injure me 


in the eyes of my own Conſtituents. I. 


changed my mind with regard to the con- 
duct I ought to purſue. I reſolved to give 
your lucubrations a thorough ſifting fo far 
as I was concerned in them ; and, looking 
on myſelf as ſummoned to your bar, I de- 
termined to plead to your arraignment, leav- 
ing it to all the worthy che of 
Shropſhire (whoſe thoughts of their Repre- 
ſentative you pretend ſo nicely to diſcern) 
to judge between me and my Obſerver, whe- 
ther what he ſays be founded on juſtice, or 
on malice; and whether, to ſay the leaſt, 
my name be not W at full length, 
| in 


3 


in the moſt aukward and ill-timed manner, 


and my religious and political character wan- 


tonly ſported with, as if on purpoſe to gra- 
tity the ſpleen and reſentment of a man, 


Wliom never can have injured in the whole 


of my conduR, either public, or private. 
That I may not miſrepreſent your words, 

what follows is taken verbatim from your 

pamphlet, (p. 64,) now lying before me: 


* 


& Dull as the entertainment would cer- 


* tainly be, I had rather hear Mr. Hill ſpeak 
for a full hour by the Shrewſbury clock, 
„ and mix the venerable name of Chriſt 
with the low politics of the day, than aſ- 

* fiſt in giving him a ſuceeflor, who would 


© not be content with remaining harmleſs 


4 and inſignificant in his ſituation.” 


At the bottom of the page ſtands the fol- 


lowing note, with a reference prefixed to 
my name : 
„It is much to be wiſhed that this 


„ gentleman would confine himſelf to com- 


mon: place obſervations, and ill- timed jeſts 
ein the Houſe of Commons, and not print 
them for the amuſement of the public. 


Another Sky-rocket, or Cracker, be the 


d exploſion ever ſo gentle, if indiſcreetly 
fired, might demoliſh the ſmall remains 
* of his political character which are left 
** ſtanding. When a Knight of the Shire 
tells his Conſtituents, in print, that when 
* he riſes to ſpeak, he is ſo embarraſſed as to be 
5 „ deprived 
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ce deprived of his ſenſes, and that if be could ſup- 
60 pd that Aug — nothing #4 empty 2 2 
in the Houſe, he cauld make a tolerable ſpeech :. 
&« the Freeholders begin to think that they have 
66 got 66 bar 4 midaling, /o /o kind of repreſen-. 
6 Zatrve. | ” 
Report tells me, Sir, that you are a Cler- 

man. I muſt own this gives. me more 
concern than all you have written; and IL. 
cannot help exclaiming, 


Taniæne animis cœleſtibus iræ 


Were you to mind the low politics of the day 
leſs, religion might perhaps engage more of 

your thoughts. As it is, whether the Free- 
holders of Shropſhire do, or do not begin 10 


think they have a middling, fo ſo Repreſentative, 


there is no doubt but the congregation com- 
| mitted. to your care, are thoroughly convinc- 
ed that they have but a very middling, Jo ſo. 
Parſon ; by d dull indeed as the entertainment 
might be of hearing me ſpeak for a full hour by. 
the Shrewſbury ck, — ps 1, Ro" : 
name of Chrift with the low politics of the day, 
I am, bold to ſay it would be at leaſt. as edi- 
fying as any diſcourſe of the ſame length, 
delivered from the pulpit, by a turbulent, 
electioneering Prieſt, in wh thoughts and 
ſermons, that ſame venerable name had little 
or no place. But I beg pardon for ſuppoſ- 
ing you ever keep your audience ſo long in 
their pews after you have mounted the roſ- 
B 2 trum, 
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trum, as I might naturally enough preſume 
that though you could harangue the multi- 
tude for a full hour on the buſineſs of an 
election for a borough, yet, when you 
are called upon to exhort immortal fouls 
to make their heavenly calling and election 
ſure, you think one quarter of the time 
nearly ſufficient for the buſineſs. 

But it is your opinion, that Chriſtianity 
and Politics have nothing to do with each 
other; and it is plain by your book, Reverend 
Sir, which of theſe you make your choice, 
your ſtudy, your delight, But you and I 
differ very widely in our ſentiments on this 
pak So far am I from thinking that Re- 
igion and Politics have nothing to do with 
each other, that I am firmly perſuaded they 
ought never to be ſeparated: and if you will 
now and then give a little attention to an 
old-taſhioned book called the Bible, you will 
there find, that true piety is the only ſove- 
reign remedy againſt all that venality, cor- 
ruption, and miniſterial bias, which you ſo 
juſtly cenſure in your Obſervations. 

Let me adviſe you to read with attention 
the book of Judges, the two books of Samuel, 
the two books of Kings, and the two books 
of Chronicles; there you may ſee, that in pro- 
portion as religion was mixed with politics, 
and the fear of God influenced the councils 
of princes and rulers, nations and individu- 
als proſpered, or came to ruin, 


Conſult 
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. Conſult alſo the hiſtory of your own 
country: You will there find, that the moſt 
powerſul ſtruggles which were ever made in 
favor of the Engliſh Conſtitution againſt the 
incroachments of the Crown, were by great 
and learned men who introduced religion 
into all their aſſemblies, and the venerable 

name of Chriſt into all their debates. This 
was particularly the caſe in the reigns of 
James, and Charles the firſt; and if ſoon af- 
terwards ** religion was ond into rebellion, and 
faith into Faction, this was neither to be 
attributed to religion itſelf, nor yet to the 
profeſſors of it, but to the ſad decay of the 
former, by the hypocriſy of too A among 
the latter. 
For my own part, though a warm friend 
to civil liberty and religious toleration, I pro- 
feſs myſelf a ſteady Member of the Church 
of England, as I am fully perſuaded that her 
doctrines are deduced from the ſcriptures of 
truth, and her government and conſtitution, 
as pure as may be expected in the preſent 
imperfect ſtate of things. And, fo long as 
it - ſhall pleaſe God to continue my exiſtence, 
I truſt, I ſhall never be afraid to confeſs 

that venerable name before men, which you 
ſeem ſo cordially to wiſh might have no 
more place in the great aſſembly of the na- 
tion. And fo far am I from regretting the 
mention I ever have made of it, that I have 
on the contrary, great cauſe of ſhame 12 1 
ave 
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have mentioned it ſo ſeldom, and ſo feebly, 


and that I have been influenced by it to 
little; and if it be a crime to avow that 1 
am convinced the awful reaſon why this 
once flouriſhing kingdom is ſunk into its 
preſent alarmiug ſituation, is owing to the 
almoſt general contempt and indifference, 
with which every thing that deſerves the 
name of genuine Chriſtianity is treated, then 


J muſt confeſs myſelf guilty of that crime, 


and will further acknowledge, that, till we 
return as a nation to that God from whom 
we have ſo dreadfully departed, we ſhall ga 
on fiom bad to worſe, till we are gotten to, 
our ne plus ultra, unleſs amazing mercy, or 
amazing judgments, ſpeedily ſtop us in our 
Career. ; 
Men may talk what they pleaſe of their 
innate virtue and moral honeſty, but one 
who knew mankind as well as moſt, had 


been taught to ſay by experience, That 


&« every man had his price.” * And I firmly 


believe that nothing but the poſſeſſion of: . 


that wiſdom whoſe price is above rubies, and 
which is more precious than gold, yea than 
much fine gold, can ever keep any man 
ſtrictly upright in the worſt of times, and 
cauſe him to forego his own private inter- 
eſts for the good of his country. Upon this. 
account, inſtead of expreſſing your indigna- 
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tion in low ſarcaſtic ſneers at the introduc- 
tion of the religion of the goſpel into the 
Houſe of Commons, it would, certainly, 
much better become a gentleman of your 
ſacred and honorable profeſſion, to be found 
lamenting that there is now ſo little of it 
within the walls of St. Stephen's Chapel, 


and to be fervently praying, that there _ | 
be an abundant increaſe of it. | . 


I am well aware, Sir, that it requires 


much diſcretion and judgment, properly to 
introduce the ſubje& of religion among the 
ſenators of our day. Therefore, tho' I may 
fail in the execution, I wiſh to be guided 
for the beſt, whenever, or if ever I attempt 
it. But T'believe it will readily be allowed, 
that, if the ferrous notes were not to be 
Sens what intermixed with the Allegro, little 
or no attention would be paid to What was 
ing on. A ſenſe of this, cauſed a Right 
onorable Gentleman to pay your /o ſo Re- 
preſentative a compliment, in the public pa- 
pers printed ſome time in March laſt, which 
he would certainly not have now brought 
forth to view, were it not to convince the 
reader, that your Obſervations are not the 
only rule of judgment and that they do not 
all bear ſo much the ſtamp of inflibukty, | 
as you ſeem to wiſh. 
The words of the noble Lord are as fol- 
low, though for brevity” s ſake I have 22 
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tailed them a little, without making the 


leaſt alteration in the ſenſe: But chers 3 is ſtill 
a ſhort ſentence at the beginning, which I 
am certain ſpeaks of me in terms ſo much 
beyond my due, that I ſhall, on no account 


produce it: 
„Mr. Hill ſpoke with much wit and good 


4 humour, in anſwer to ſeveral preceding 


* ſpeakers; and he is quite r 47 in obſerving 
4 facetious manner, becauſe, by ſo doing, 


he may every now and then catch an op- 


„ portunity of giving the Houſe a word in 
66 ſeaſon, when he ſees them pleaſed and 
g attentive... A grave and ſolemn manner 
« 1s certainly beſt ſuited to religious affairs : 
but the Houſe of Commons, in its preſent 
&« ſtate, would think Mr. Hill favoured too 


66 ad the enthuſiaſm of the laſt century, 


„if he were to lay aſide that pleaſing va- 


e riety of manner, of which he ſeems ſo 


4 eminently poſſeſſed. And it is to be hoped, 
MN notwithſtanding all the jokes and ſneers at 


T7 Mr. Hill's conduct, that he will be enabled 


& to perſevere in the right line of his duty 
to God and man,” 


Permit me now to animadyert a little on 
that heavy charge, which is to withdraw 
from me the favourable opinion of all my 
conſtituents, or rather (to keep cloſe to the 
ſenſe of your own expreſſion) has already 

begun 


1 
zegun to do ſo. However let us again trains 
{ſcribe your own words. 

«© When a Knight of the Shire tells his 
& conſtituents in — that when he riſes to 
te ſpeak, he is ſo embarraſſed as to be deprived 
60 of his ſenſes, and that if he could ſuppoſe 
& that there was nothing but empty benches 
& jn the Houſe, he could make a tolerable 
c {peech, the freeholders begin to think that 
they have got but a midling fo fo kind of 
6 repreſentative.” 

In the firſt place here is a moſt impudent 
perverſion of my words. As they ſtand in 
the Sky-Rocket they are as follow: 

I en that when I riſe to ſpeak; 
ce before that learned and judicious aſſembly 

(for I am certain that the body of them 
* are men of ſolid ſenſe and liberal education) 
* and that though I have hitherto been in- 
dulged with a candour and attention which 
& fill me with Thame, I am ſometimes ſeized 
« with ſuch a degree of terror and agitation, 
* as cauſes me to loſe my whole chain of 
ideas, as well as the arrangement of my 
40 words, &c. &c.“ * 

Now, Sir, can you ſee no difference be- 
tween being frightened or agitated, and being 
deprived of one's ſenſes ? If not, give me leave 

to ſay, that you muſt certainly be deprroed 


= Shy-Rocket, 2nd Edition, Page 27, Note, to which L 
refer the candid reader, and where he will alſo ſee that there 
are no ſuch words as © . ſpeech,” &c, to be found. 
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Productive of ſome good. 
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of Nur own : but if you do ſee the differ- 
ence, then, Sir, if ſhame ever yet covered 
your countenance, ſurely you wall bluſh at 
being detected in this baſe fraud; a fraud at 
once deſigned to impoſe on my worthy 
conſtituents, and to injure me in their eſteem. 
So that here you ſmite with a two edged 


ſword indeed. —How much more amiable 
would you appear, if you were to wield e 
feword of the ſpirit, and to put on the breaſt-plate 


of truth and righteouſneſs. But fearing your 
black deſigns ſhould be ſuſpected, and that your 
falſe quotation ſhould not paſs current, you 
have even dared to mark the words with in- 
verted commas, as if they ſtood in the Sky- 
Rocket, “ juſt as you have laid them before 
your readers. That you think inverted com- 
mas ought never to be uſed but when a fair 
quotation is made, is certain: otherwite why 


* As I did not put my name to the SH-Roctet, it cer- 
tainly was no proof of my Ohſerver's politeneſs, to addreſs me 
publicly as the author of it. As to the performance itſelf, if I 
were anxious for the reputation of it, I could, perhaps, produce 
ſuch teſtimonies in its favour, as the Ludlow Burgeſi himſelf 
would allow to be truly reſpectable. But for my own part, 
tho* I cannot difown the piece, I am far from thinking it with- 
out its faults. - I am conſcious there are ſome expreſſions in it 
which had been better omitted ; and that it may with too 


much truth be ſaid of it, 


Sunt quibus in Satira videar nimis acer. 

All therefore I ſhall offer in its behalf, is, that I believe it 
contains an accurate account of what paſſed in the Houſe, 
during the late ſtruggles upon the change of Miniſtry : though 
I acknowledge that my chief reaſon for publiſhing it was the 
hope I entertained that the more ſerious parts of it might be 


do 
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do you aſk Lord Clive and Mr. Cornewalt 


« What mean the inverted commas in the 
« firſt paragraph, which is no quotation * ? 

I ſhall, however, ſay no more with regard. 
to this fraud, than that a like forgery, where 
property had been concerned, would have 
entitled a man to what good old - Biſhop. 
Latimer humourouſly calls a Tyburn Tippet. 

Let us now ſuppoſe all you can with, and 
all you have attempted to prove, viz. that I 
really had old my conſtituents in print, that 
when I riſe to ſpeak before the Houle, I feel 
myſelf /o much embarraſſed as to be deprived of 
my ſenſes. Would not common humanity have 
ſympathized with me in ſuch a fituation, 
when I was endeavouring to ſerve my coun- 
ry in the beſt manner my poor abilities would 

admit? And what but the moſt unfeeling 
brutality would have inſulted me? Eſpeci- 
ally, would any thing ſhort of that malice. 
which inſpires Beelzebub himſelf, have cauſ- 
ed any being who calls himſelf a man, to 
triumph in my- diſtreſs, and to hold up my 
embarraſſment as a crime, for which I de- 
ſerve to forfeit the favourable opinion of my 
conſtituents ?!—Do, my good Sir, read the 
13th Chapter of St. Paul's epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians ; there you will at leaſt ſee what 
true charity means, if you never learn to, 
pratiice it. 0 


Obhhervations, pige 22. 
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2 When an actor has been but a ſhort while 
| on the ſtage, if he appears ſo much agitated 
it: that he faulters in his ſpeech, and even loſes 
bh the power of expreſſion, the good - natured 
N and polite part of the audience will always 
treat him with compaſſion and candor: and 
| none will inſult or pelt him, but ſome of the 
1 grim hard-hearted and ill-bred ſpawn of St. 
4 Giles's, from the twelve- penny regions at the 
top of the houſe. Far, very far be it from 
me, Reverend Sir, to ſuppoſe that ſuch is 
Lit the company you affociate with, when you 
|= make a trip to the capital. But this is cer- 
1 | tain, that birds of 'a feather will- flock to- 


gelber; and that we are very apt to catch 
the manners of thoſe with whom we are 
Dit. 
But now, after all your attempts to injure 
me in the eyes of my conſtituents, for con- 
feſſing in print, that I feel myſelf agitated and 
embarraſſed whenever I riſe to ſpeak before the 
Houſe, ſuppoſe J had ſaid the very contrary 
of this, vis. © that whenever I riſe to ſpeak 
<< before that learned and auguſt aſſembly, I 
find no diſtreſs, agitation, or embarraſſment 
<< whatever, but can deliver my ſentiments as 
<< freely and readily as if I were only talking 
eto a particular friend in private.” What 
may I imagine would have been the language 
of the obſerving Ludlow Burgeſs on ſuch a 
declaration? May we not reaſonably con- 
2s F clude 
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clude that it would have run in ſome ſuch 

terms as the following ? 175 | 
«© What a ſpecimen has our new Repre- 

e ſentative given us of his own importance 

and ſelf-ſufficiency ? What muſt we think 

f the man who has not been much above 


« 4 twelvemonth in Parliament, before he 


“has ſo totally got rid of his mauvaiſe honte, 
that he tells the public in print, he is an 


* intire ſtranger to all the delicate feelings of 


„ diffidence, fear and embarraſſment, When 
he riſes to ſpeak before ſo able, ſo learned, 
* ſo judicious an aſſembly as the preſent 
* Houſe of Commons muſt be allowed to 
* be? Whatever may have been his pro- 
<« feſfions of integrity and independence, he 
* has given us but a muddlng ſo ſo proof of 
* his humility. Tis pity but Mr. Hull would 
5 learn a little modeſty from the great Mr. 
* Addiſon, who, with abilities ſo far ſuperior 
* to his own, found himſelf ſo much affected 
** when he roſe to ſpeak before the Houſe, 
* that he was ſeveral tunes obliged to fit 
down again. Or as Mr. H. pretends to 
follow ſcripture examples, inſtead of boaſt- 
ing of his effrontery, would it not have 
become him better to have confeſſed with 
«© Moſes, I am not eloquent, but am flow of 
eech, and of a ſlow tongue? and to have 
been contented to ſay of himſelf as it was 
* ſaid of St. Paul, that his ſpeech was con- 
c =. In 
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he has told his conſtituents in print, or the di- 


ſhould fall under the laſh. 
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In ſhort, whatever the Knight of the Shire 
had ſaid on the ſubject, whether it were what 


rect contrary, whether it were any thing or 
nothing, his Obſerver was determined he 
If a little vein 
of pleaſantty be opened, this 1s iimed jeft- 
ing; if nothing but folemn gravity appears, 
this would be deemed diſguſting, puritanical 
cant. Thus John the Baptift came neither eats 
mg nor drinking, and the Phariſees affirmed 
that he had a devil. Chrift came both eating and 
drinking, and they ſaid behold a gluttonous man 
and a wine bibber. And now, Sir, if I muſt 
freely own the truth, I really believe that it 
is your rivetted enmity againſt that holy 
name which you affect to call venerable, that 
has cauſed you to. mount to. the top of your- 
Obſervatory, and from thence, like Solomon's. 
madman,* to throw your arrows and firebrands 
at me in the unprovoked manner you have. 
done. But let me aſſure you, Sir, that you. 
are ſadly miſtaken if you ſuppoſe that a hun- 
dred ſuch puny aſſaults will be able to ſhake 
me from my ſteadfaſtneſs. On your account 
indeed, I lament that malicious ſpirit with 
which you are actuated ; on my own, I have 
only cauſe to grieve and fear, leſt by indulg- 
ing too much conformity to a world which 
teth in wickedneſs, | tw wong, in the wicked 


Prov, xxvi, 18. 19. 
one) 
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ene] I ſhould be tempted to ſhun the croſs of 
Chriſt, and to prefer the honor which cometh 
rom man, to that which cometh from God. © 
I believe, Sir, there are not many of my 
conſtituents who are ſtrangers to my religious 
principles; and I bleſs God they are ſuch as 
Jam not aſhamed to confeſs before all men, 
and ſuch as I would not part with for ten 
thouſand worlds; much leſs would I ex- 
change them for the empty bubble of my 
fellow mortals* praiſe, Whilſt I am in the 
poſſeſſion of them, I can ſay, without pre- 
ſumption, becauſe I depend not on m 
own ſtrength or abilities, that I ſhall ſerve 
my kind conſtituents with ſtrict uprightneſs 
in the honourable ſtation wherein they have 
placed me; and it is only fo far as I loſe fight 
of them, that I ſhall ever fall ſhort in my 
wiſhes, moſt faithfully and conſcientiouſly 
to diſcharge my duty towards that truly re- 
ſpectable county from which I am delegated. 
And I am happy to embrace this opportunity 
of expreſſing my gratitude to thoſe indulgent 
freeholders, both clergy and laity, who have 
honoured me with their ſupport; and of 
aſſuring them that their midaling fo ſo Repre- 
fentatrve, has not a middling fo fo ſenſe of the 
diſtinguiſhed obligation they have conferred 
upon him. And though perhaps ſome few 
of them may think that I am poſſeſſed with 
certain odd religious megrims, and ſomewhat 
lindtured 
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tinfured with modern enthufiaſm, yet Jam pers 
ſuaded they believe my intentions to be good, 
and my heart honeſt, and therefore are not 
afraid to truſt me with their public concerns. 
For this favourable opinion I thank them 
univerſally and ſincerely; and can again 
venture to aſſure them, that I will never 
barter their confidence for the favors of a 
miniſter, or the ſmiles of a monarch.— Tis 
true I have not long had the honor of a ſeat 
in parliament, but yet I have fat there long 
enough to have my conduct put to the teſt, 

eſpecially as it has been a time of trial; if 
therefore, you can lay your finger on any 
one inſtance of my deſerting or neglecting 
my duty, either towards the nation in gene- 
ral, or towards this county in particular, be 
pleaſed to make me and the world acquaint- 
ed with it. If I have not been attentive to 
whatever inſtructions have been ſent from 
Shropſhire to myfelf and my worthy col- 
league, (to whoſe good judgment and ad- 
vice, I own myſelf, on all occaſions, moſt 
particularly indebted;) if the dread of un- 
wholeſome, ſtagnated air, and midnight 
hours, to which I am ſo much unaccuſtom- 
ed, has ever induced me to ſculk away from 
my poſt, when any great national queſtion 
was agitated, tho' frequently indifferent in 
my health, then, Sir, you might, moſt 
deſervedly, have held my character up 70 
t 


(en) 
the indignation of my conſtituents, and 
have given them the intimations you have 


done of their bad choice of 'a Nuigbt of 


the Shire. But, if you have none of theſe 
things to lay to my charge, can you, in 
your cool moments of reflection ſuppoſe, 
that you have acted a manly, much leſs a 
gentleman-like, or chriſtian part, in treating 
me as you have done 
Tis true, when fpeaking of the baneful 
American war, and all it's direful conſe- 
quences, I never was aſhamed to declare that 
war in general, and that war in particular, 
was the ſcourge of heaven againſt a ſinful 
nation, for our contempt of the goſpel of 
Chriſt; and herein I moſt certainly mixed 
the politics of the day (whether you call them 
high or 4a, tis eaſy to fee which they are 
in your eſteem) witli the venerable name of 
our Saviour; and if you are of a contrary 
opinion, and believe that there is no. ſuch 
divine chaſtiſement in the horrors of war, 
then what can you think of thoſe repeated, 
yea almoſt continual denunciations of God 
by the mouths of his Prophets, that he will 
ſend the feword upon particular people and 
kingdoms, for their rebellions againſt him? 
Will you tell theſe holy pen-men with a ſneer 
of contempt, that they mixed too much re- 
ligion with the low politics of the day? 7 
If you advert to the motion I made in the 
Houſe, for a general thankſgiving-day on ac- 
| e count 


| 
| 
/ 
: 
l 
| 


count of the victory obtained by Admiral 
Word of apology for my conduct on this head. 


neighbours, together by the ears, and of tear- 


<( aa ) 


Rodney, I think it totally needleſs to offer a 


As a ſon of peace, eſpecially as an Am- 
baſſador of the Prince of peace, you might 
certainly have found much more ſuitable 
employment than that of ſetting all your 


ing open thoſe wounds afreſh which had 
been gradually healing for near two years 
paſt; or than that of lamenting the diſcredit 
and contempt into which the Races at Ludlow 
have fallen. 

Surely Sir, the buſineſs of Domitian when 
he was catching flies, was far more honour- 
able for a Roman Emperor than theſe pur- 
ſuits and theſe /amentations (how different 
from thoſe of Jeremiah !) are for a miniſter 
of the goſpel of peace, who muſt not ſtrive, 
but be gentle unto all men; and who. pays the 
{malleſt regard to that ſolemn exhortation 
given him by the biſhop at his ordination, in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, io giue himſelf 
WHOLLY 70 the office whereunto it hath pleaſed 
God 10 call him; ſo that as much as in him 
lieth he will give himſelf WHOLLY to this one 
thimg, and draw all his cares and ſtudies this way.* 

Had you indeed received the ſame ſtrict 
injunctions to give up yourſelf, your time, 
your talents, to political inſtead of religious 
ſubjects, and 10 draw all your care and ſtudies 


* Ordaining of Prieſts, 1 
| to 


Cage Þ | 
to the buſineſs of elections, inſtead of that of: 
ſaving ſouls ; and had the biſhop,, when he. 
delivered the word of God into your hand, 
told you, that profane and van janglings were 
the one thing needful for a watchman. and ſtews. 
ard of the Lord, 1 muſt do you the juſtice to 
allow, that this county, and perhaps no 
other could have produced the prieſt or dea- 
con who paid a more devout regard to the. 
epiſcopal admonition than yourſelf. ” 

However, if you perſiſt in neglecting the 
Apoſilè's advice of ſtudying to be quiet, and mind- 
ing your own bufineſs, and if you are ſtill deter- 
mined to prefer politics to chriſtianity, and 
electioneering to praying and preaching, then 
let me adviſe you to follow the examples of 
your once reverend brethren, Meſſrs. Church- 
ill and Horne, by throwing off the prunella, and. 
compleating the triumvirate. But if you de- 
ſpiſe this wholeſome advice, one more ſheet of 
Obfervations may quite demoliſh the ſmall ren 


mains of your CLERICAL character which are 


yet left ſtanding. 


Before we part, accept one word-more of, 
friendly council. Lay aſide the character of 
an Aſſaſſin. There is not a more odious one 
upon earth. Or if you muſt ſtab, do it 
openly. A dagger concealed under a caſſock 
bears the very worſt, appearance. There- 
fore print a new title-page to your Obſervati; 
en, with your name annexed to it; and in 

D 2 the 
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the mean while, let us candidly flatter our- 
{elves that we may be yet nuſtaken in ſup- 
poſing that all that wrath and clamour, bit- 
terneſs and reviling, envy, hatred and-malice, 
and all uncharitablenets; with which your 
publication abounds, and from which we are 
taught to pray “good Lord deliver us,” are 
not the emanations of the pen of a mi- 
niſter of him who was meek and lowly in 
heart. 

Now, Sir, you are e to call this 
addreſs another Sky-Rocket, Cracker, Squib, or 
what you will, and you are at hberty to think 
the exploſion as gems or as loud as you pleaſe. 
But 1 mult leave it to the public to judge 
whether or not it be mafcreetly fired, and alſo 
whether by charging your own pop-gun too 
high in order to ſhoot at your mddlmg ſo fo 
Repreſentatrve, it has not burſt in your own 
hand, and burnt your own fingers in ſo 
terrible a manner, that whilſt you are caper- 
ing about with the ſmart, others may follow 
you by the ſmell ; which, conſidering how 
greatly you muſt have been terrified, may be 
owing to ſome other exploſion or a ſcharge, 
beſides that of a little gun- po-] der. And if 
this be the caſe, it will certainly afford much 
higher entertainment to many of your brother 
burgeſſes, than you tell us you could find 
in hearing the dll Knight of the Shire ſpeak 
a INE hour 9 the öh Clock; and they 
will 


4 

will be in ſome degree recompenſed for the 

loſs of their excellent races, the declenfion of 

which you ſeem to lament much more pa- 

thetically than you alo the decay of national 
piety and godlineſs. However, Sir, I adviſe 

you to ſeek for a plaiſter as ſoon as you can; 

eſpecially, as it is feared you will meet with 

but few comforters, and that friends and foes 
will all tell you that you had better have 
contented yourſelf with remaining harmleſs 

and infignificant, in your fituation, and not have 

printed your ill-timed jeſts, and common place 
obſervations for the amuſement of the public. Alas! 
they will ſay, for our poor Ludlow Burgeſs! 

how has he been preparing a rod for his own 
back ! But Quem fupiter vult perdere, dementat 


pris. 
kate J have the honbe to be, 
With all that reſpe& 
which is your juſt due, 
3 
(Or Reverend Sir,) 
Your moſt obedient, | 


Humble Servant, 
RICHARD HILL. 


— 
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- tirely the former is abſorbed in the latter, 


| FL: ug it at full length. 


«© uncertainty ; and becauſe ſpeculative opts. 


= 


our lives are in the right. But a manly. 


© adhered to with firmneſs, cannot be Bg 


ragraph breathes the very quinteſſence of 
heatheniſm, is a direct contradiction to the 
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ern 


Did not intend taking the leaſt notice of 
the Obſervations, further than as I my- 
ſelf was made the ſubject of them: but as 
there is a paragraph i in them which confirms, 
all my ideas of the author of them, both as a 
divine and a politician, by ſhewing how in- 


and wherein we have his undiſguiſed opini- 
on, how far ſyſtems of politics are preferable 
to iyſtems of religion, I could not help tran- 


« In religion, he is juſtly eſteemed a bigot, 
« who thinks his own opinions right, and 
40 thoſe of others wrong; becauſe various. 


60 opinions are there held, of perhaps, equal 


<< nions are there of inferior conſequence, our. 
principal buſineſs being to, take care that. 
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„ and deciſive line of conduct, adopted, after 
* much reflection, on po itical ſubjects, and 


* ry ; it is conſiſtency and principle. Iam ſorry. 
Mr. K. is to learn this.“ “ 


Now, Sir, permit me to ſay that this pa- 


* Obſervations, &c. Page 14. 


— 


ſerip- 
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ſcriptures of truth, and ſtands at irfeconcil- 
able variance to the eighteenth article of the 
church of England, to which you have moſt _ 
ſolemnly ſubſcribed, and wherein you have 
pronounced all thoſe to be preſumptuous and ac- 
curſed who hold the very ſentiment you have 
maintained. Ergo, by all the rules of logic, 
what a thunderbolt have you been hurling at 
your own head ! 100 | 8 
But, Sir, after having been ſo long in holy 
orders, are we to ſuppoſe that you are ſtill ſo 
much at an wncertamty with regard to your 
own religious opinions, that you know not 
whether you are right or wrong? Nay, that 
it would be abſolute bigotry in you, even to 
think your own tenets are founded in truth, 
and for ought you know to the contrary, may 
not be at leaſt as erroneous as thoſe of others ? 
What a confeſſion is here from the mouth of 
a profeſſing teacher of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is called upon * to be ready with all 
« faithful diligence, to banith and drive away 
& all erroneous and ſtrange doctrines, con- 
„ trary to God's word” !* But you go 
much further ſtill ; for you lay it down 
as a thing taken for granted, that ſpecula- 
zrve opinions in religion are of trifling conſe- 
quence, and that if a man's mind after much 
reflection, be but well ſtored with politics, and 
firmly ſettled in thoſe points, and he purſues 


Ondaining of Prieſts, 88 
6 | a line 


—— — — 
on 9 0 


W —— —— —e—— Inn 
” 


| ea) 
aline of conduct agreeable thereto, he ſhews 
himſelf a perſon of confiſtency and principle. 
In fhort, that all. contending for religious 
opinions, is hjgotry : but political contentions 
are noble and manly. 

And now for the plauſible ſalva which is 
to make all the reſt go down the more eaſily. 
Vou tell us that ** ſpeculative opinions are 
there (in religion) of inferior conſequence, 
<< our principal buſineſs beg to take care 


that our lives are in the right.” No 
doubt when you put this to paper, you had 


an eye to thoſe lines of the poet : 


eier modes of faith let graceleſs zealots fight; | 
« His can't t be wrong whoſe ie. is in the right.“ 


PoPE; 


There is ſuch a mixture * truth; error, 
and fallacy in this aſſertion, that it requires 
ſome fifting ; and the beſt way to do this, 
1s by conſidering that there can be but one 
rule of right conduct, and that is the moral 


law of God. Before this rule, no man's lite 
1s ftrietly right, becauſe there never lived an 


individual but has broken this law: there- 
fore an inſpired writer declares, that here 7s 
none that doeth good, there is none righteous, no 
not one. Now uf every deviation from the 
law be a fin, it is equally certain that every 


man living 1 is a ſinner; and as ſuch, can 
never be ſaved, on account of his good life: 


for, 


1 
for, being guilty, he ſtands in need of an a- 
tonement, and can be accepted only through 
faith in a Redeemer. And it is moreover 
certain, that whoſoever attempts to gain the 
favour of God on account of his own moral 
conduct, directly militates againſt the Goſpel 
method of Salvation, and as much as in him 
lies, makes the death of Chriſt of none effect. 
For, if righteouſneſs come by the law, then 1s 
Chrift dead in vain.— Gal. ii. 21. So far then 
is it from being true, that if our life be 
(what 1s called) right, our faith cannot be 
wrong, that the direct contrary is the caſe, 
viz. that if our faith be wrong, our life can- 
not be right. | 1 

After having produced the teſtimony of 
St. Paul, I ſhall not ſeek. for any better au- 
thority. If you chooſe to diſpute that autho- 
rity, the Apoſtle will be able to defend his 
own cauſe. But it muſt be left to your 
pariſhioners to determine, whether you or 
that Apoſtle be in the right; or whether Mr. 
Alexander Pope, who lived and died a Pa- 
20 or the reformers of our church (who 

ave declared that all works which have 


not a right principle of faith for their ſoun- 


dation, are not pleaſant and acceptable to God® ) 
have truth on their ſide. 208 


The character of a bigot is certainly a moſt. 
deteſtable one, yet, permit me to ſay, that 
* Art. 13th, ENS | 
your 


learn. 
ever learned ſuch a leſſon at all; and hope 


( 1 


your definition of a bigot is not at all. a juſt 
one; for if every one were a bigot who 


thinks his own religious opinions right, and 
thoſe of others wrong ; no one can be intire- 


ly exempt from the charge but the inan who 
believes nothing at all; and you yourſelf are 
reduced to the fad alternative of confeſſing 
yourſelf either a b:got or an mfidel; whilſt the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, and all the noble army 
of martyrs, eſpecially thoſe who were burnt 
for the proteſtant cauſe in Queen Mary's 
reign mult all have been furious bigots indeed, 


| You conclude with ſaying that you are 
% forry Mr. K. (Mr. Knight) has this leſſon 16 
I am ſtill more concerned that you 


you will try to unlearn it as ſoon as poſſible; 

otherwiſe, if your own reaſoning be juſt, we 
ſhall be under the neceſſity of putting down 
the Ludlow Burgeſs either as a thorough 
paced unbeliever, or as a bigot of the moſt 81 
gantic magnitude. 


And now, Sir, methinks there is a large 


| field before us, and 1t may be ſome time be- 


fore we ſhall lay down the pen; one thing 


therefore I have to requeſt, which is, that 
we may lay aſide politics and confine ourſelves 


wholly to religion. This is certainly a very 
proper ſtudy for us both as chriſtians, and 
doubly proper for PREY divine; for 10 


man 


1 

man that wwarreth (as a ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſtꝰ 
entangleth himſelf with the affairs of this liſe. 
2 Tim. ii. 4. Tis highly probable we may 
differ in ſeveral material points of chriſtian 
ty; and if in any one of theſe you may 
think me in an error, as a miniſter of the 
goſpel, it highly becomes you, nay it is your 
abſolute duty to endeavour to ſet me right; 
and I aſſure you, on my part, that ſo far as 
your inſtructions are grounded on the ſacred 
ſcriptures, I ſhall attend to them with defer- 
ence and humility. _ 


; . E Ty 


Looking over the laſt Shrewſbury Chro- 
nicle, I find myſelf very particularly obliged 
to ſome kind and judicious, but unknown 
friend, for a letter dated from Shyfnal, and 
ſigned T. B. wherein my character is vindi- 
cated from the malicious inſinuations of my 
obſerver. Did I know from what quarter 

that letter came, the benevolent author ſhould 
have received my ſincere thanks before this 
time. I am only apprehenſive leſt our 
Ludlow Burgeſs, on account of his being 
attacked by a pen ſo much more able than \ 
my own, ſhould (if poſſible) fancy himſelf 
of greater conſequence than he does already. 
My friend, in his vindication, calls my 
Ob/erver's a wanton attack, and exprefles his 
ſurpriſe that I ſhould be cenſured for confeſ- 
„ | ling . 


< 320 

fing the agitation I experience when I riſe to 
{ſpeak before the Houſe of Commons, or that 
1 ould be reflected on by à zeacher of the 
goſpel, for ** endeavourmsg to introduce chriſtia- 
«rity among 'a body. of ſuch importance 10 the. 
« welfare of this country.” . Ang. indeed, as 
theſe are the two principal charges brought 
againſt me by the Ludlow Burgeſs, it ſeems. 
pretty clear, (if there be any meaning in his 
words) that he thinks the grand qualificati- 
ons for a good member of Parliament, are 
much impudence, and no religion. 

But he muſt permit me to ſay, that how- 
ever cordially he may have adopted this ſen- 
timent, with regard to me, as a Knight of the 
Shire, L, on my part, entertain the direct 
contrary opinion concerning the qualificati- 
ons neceſſary to make him a good divine; 
and therefore, inſtead of much impudence, and 
no religion, 1 will reverſe the words, and with / 
him HENCEFORTH to have much religion, and 
10 impudence. | 


— ä — _— 


Dall nne for the Rey, * ** *.*. 


— 3 


| To be publiſhed with all convenient Speed, 


An HEROIC POE M. 


In ' Praiſe of the LUDLOW BURGESS, 
Author of the OBsgrvaTIONs, &c. &e &. &c. 


* * 


To which will be annexed, 


An” EP F A t . 


| Defigned for the ſail Luptow Buxcess: giving an Account of the 
lamentable Explofion which occaſioned the Death of his 
Clerical and Political Character. : 


Set to Mulic to the Tune of 66 vt ks or the Babes i in the y 


| 49 N 089. | 
Q 


* 


2 


a n 
N r 

- 

—. 


2 
* 
7 


07 


+ 
* 


3 


OI 


* 


— 


% 


{> 


— 
2 


